Bovenber 6, 19U5

Dr. Seeley 0. Kndd
1206 Pacific Mutual Building
Los Angeles, California

Dear Seeley:

1 wa® pleassd to learn from your letter of Novemdber 1 that yeu
have deen appointed a memder of the Medical Advisory Committee 30 aid in
the allocasion of the life Insurance Medical Research Fund te suisadle
fundasental and applied research projects ia heart and blood vessel diseasas.
1 am also ploseed and flattered that you should write %o me in connection
with this oatter.

I have not carried out any work which bears at all on the probdblem
of cardiovasoulay diseases. MNoreover, our ladboratories are so crowded, aad
will continue i0 be o0 orowded for another year, that I Dalieve it wouid
not de possible for us to degin such a program very soon., 1 am aoccordingly
not takiag advantage of your invitation to sudmit = rossarsh prograr of this
sort for the coming year.

There {s one idea agbout a rsgsarch program in s somewhat related
field on which I would 1like to have your advice. 1 have noted with interast
that sodiom salfioylate has been used with some sucoess in the treantment of
acute rheumatic fever. The action of the salicylats, in sufficlent concentra-
tion In the bdloocd, &8s %o decrease the ssdimentation time of the red cells., I
have the feeling that the damage done in acute rheumatic fever ia the rssult

of a change in the proteins in the plasma of sugh a nature that the eryihrocytes
become coated with proteis, in such & way as %0 cauee them to etick together,

and that the action of salicylats is to inhidit ¢this effect. It has occurred
to me that 4t might be well worth while $0 carry on a laboratory investigation
of the effect of very meny substances, in partlcular those ae salicylate which
are known to interact strongly wish protein, in order to find out which sub-
stances Or which mixtures of subdstances are most effective irn decreasing the
gsedimentation rate of red cells in blocd which hae 2 high sedimentation rate,
One of the problems in which we are interested is this one ¢f the effect of
proteins and other materiale in the blood on the sedimentation rate; we would
like to get an undervtanding of this phenomenon. Do you think that thie idea
is a good one?

With Yest regarde, I am

Cordially yours,

Pigw Linus Pauling



